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Guidelines for Topical Discussions

TD2.1. Cultural Connections: Walking, Identity, and Urban
Revitalisation

14:00 - 15:30 Tuesday, 7th October, 2025 | Location: Green cube

Walking is deeply connected to culture, heritage, and identity, and this session explores how
these dimensions can shape more liveable communities. From reactivating historic paths and
drawing on cultural traditions, to transforming disruptive urban challenges like graffiti and
noise into opportunities for walking, the discussions highlight how place-based strategies can
foster community pride and economic vitality. Tactical urbanism and heritage-led
revitalisation further demonstrate the power of walking to connect people, strengthen identity,
and reimagine public spaces, with speakers from Portugal, Kenya, Colombia, and Albania.

Presentation Type

Topical Discussions are a set of oral presentations in a moderated session to illuminate
different perspectives and experiences on the same topic. The presentations will provide the
framework for the subsequent discussion and debate.

Your session is scheduled as indicated in the programme.

Session length: 90 minutes.

Speakers
Please be aware that the speaker line-up may change.

Moderator: Joleza Koka, Director, FABER, Albania

e Sandra Brito, 74 | The potential of old paths in the promotion of active modes of travel,
Architect, Municipality of Braga, Portugal

e Paschalin Basil, 27 | Transforming Urban Challenges into Opportunities: How Graffiti, Loud
Music, and Reckless Driving Can Encourage Walking to Work in Nairobi, Researcher & Doctoral
student, University of Nairobi, Kenya

e Natalia Toro Garcia, 204 | Tactical Urbanism as a Tool for Cultural and Economic
Revitalization in Small Towns in Valle del Cauca, Colombia., Co-Founder, Pensamos
Arquitectura, Colombia

e Rezarta Bare, 269 | Moving Through Heritage: Connecting Communities Through Walking and
Cycling Products, Tourism Advisor for Sustainable Rural Development Programme, GIZ Albania,
Albania
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Session organisation

e A computer, a projector and a screen will be provided for your presentation.

Moderator

It is up to you and the speakers to agree on the optimal format of the session.

We encourage you to set up a meeting to get in touch with the speakers beforehand.

Decide on the best order of presentations.

Review the schedule below including the timings for presentations, Q&A and

conclusions.

e Prepare a short introduction for each speaker. Biographies are available here: Speaker
Profiles. (If the profile information is not available, please contact the speakers
directly.)

e Prepare comments, discussion points and/or questions to lead the Q&A and engage

the audience.

Speakers
e Prepare a 12 minute presentation (typically 12 slides or less). Please do not go over
time.

e Please use our conference template for your presentation: W21 Tirana Presentation
Slides Template, to edit it, please download the template or make a copy of the
file.

e Name your presentation including your session number and your last name, as
follows: TD2.1_(last name).

e Upload your presentation file - 1 week before the event (Tuesday, 30 Sep) in the
following folder: TD2.1. Cultural Connections: Walking, Identity, and Urban
Revitalisation

Before your session

e Please make sure to arrive at the venue at least 15 minutes before your scheduled
session to perform a technical check with our AV team. As a speaker, you play a
pivotal role in delivering valuable content to our audience, so we appreciate that you
are well-prepared and punctual.

During the session
e The session is 90 minutes long and must start and end on time. This is critical for
coordination of the event.

Moderator
e Agree how speakers will be alerted to their time ending.
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https://walk21.tirana.al/speakers/
https://walk21.tirana.al/speakers/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-Ua6zob05p_mG9VKEHAXDf-vHzMJJfrb7T75V2C1VT8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-Ua6zob05p_mG9VKEHAXDf-vHzMJJfrb7T75V2C1VT8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-Ua6zob05p_mG9VKEHAXDf-vHzMJJfrb7T75V2C1VT8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GSyF4Kz8sCz3SAebF0HAwdqJK3uNAhXC?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GSyF4Kz8sCz3SAebF0HAwdqJK3uNAhXC?usp=sharing
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Session schedule
e Introduction (3 minutes)
o Welcome all attendees and introduce the speakers to the audience.
o Remind the audience of the topic of the session.

o Make the attendees aware that they can ask questions at the end. Questions
will be moderated.

o Presentations

o Give speakers 12 minutes each for their presentation. Ensure speakers keep to
their allotted time. This is very important to ensure all speakers have equal
lengths of time despite when in the session they present.

e Q&A (30 mn).
o Engage the audience. Invite comments and questions, and guide the
discussions.

o Ensure anyone asking a question states their name and organisation.

o If you feel the audience may not have heard a question, please repeat it.
e Conclusion (2 minutes)

o Provide the conclusion

o Thank the speakers

o Thank all attendees

Further Information

e We invite you to join the official Walk21 Tirana WhatsApp Channel, where you’ll
receive reminders, announcements, and practical information to help you stay
updated and get the most out of the conference.

e To promote your session on social media, please download or make a copy of our

Speaker Spotlight template, include your information, and share it on your channels
and your organisation’s platforms

e |f you have any questions please contact us at tirana@walk21.com
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https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb6JJ8b3mFY5a0NrLj2x
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Wdmg8V3-PUvanDCRaMe-fCM_idnRqY11a2hBlsx57jo/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:tirana@walk21.com
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